By TIM STEWART

JUDGES from the TV
show  Dragon’s Den
sharpened their claws on
a Docklands contestant
flogging fake mnails for
cats.

Peter To’s start-up business
was featured in The Wharf last
month thanks to a Silvertown
resident who had bought the
latest must-have accessory for
pampered pets.

His  brightly coloured
designer claws not only stop
scratch-happy kittens damaging
furniture and floors, but also
double as a fashion accessory.

However, despite glowing
testimonials from customers,
the five tough-talking judges
on Dragon’s Den were not
impressed by his sales pitch.

In the programine which
went out on Thursday (August
17) judge and former Millwall
chairman, Theo Paphitis,
made the withering comment:

S

“If T gave you £1 for this
business, [ would want change.”
Peter, of Surrey Quays, said
of the experience: “It was
intimidating because they are
such impressive people, but that
also made it a great opportunity.
“It was a chance to bring a
fantastic product before not
only them but a much wider
television audience.”

Mr To said that the dragons
had been interested to hear
how he had secured sole UK
distribution rights to the Soft

Claws product. He said: “I
think they were quite amazed
but they were also concerned
about how much money I
wanted them to invest for a 30
per cent share in the business.

“To be honest, I only got two
days notice that I was going to
be on the show and it pretty
much coincided with my
product launch.

“I was quite under-prepared
in terms of any business plan,
so I'm not surprised they didn’t
invest. But my business has
come on in leaps and bounds
since then because I have
signed up with some large
veterinary distributors.”

M To has since appeared with
his cat China on BBC London
and is in talks with the producers
of the Richard & Judy Show on
Channel 4 and The Sharon
QOsbourne Show on ITV1.

He said: “I aim to prove
the dragons wrong by making
my millions. But only time
will tell.”
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